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There has been a gradual increase in advertising throughout Wiltshire and it has 

been noted within Tisbury, with comments received by the Parish Council from the 

public about the frequency and form of the advertising. 

 

The Parish Council wishes to support local events and so is looking into alternatives 

such as A-boards, noticeboards and a virtual noticeboard which can be used by local 

organisations to promote their activities. In the meantime, to protect the quality of the 

conservation area and wider village atmosphere, we wish to draw people’s attention 

to Wiltshire Council’s recent directive:  

 

‘Council cracks down on unsightly and illegal flyposting 

Wiltshire Council has increased its enforcement of illegal signs, posters and 
other advertising displays. 

 
Published 24 May 2024 
 
Following feedback from communities that flyposting is an issue throughout the 
county, Wiltshire Council has increased its enforcement of illegal signs, posters and 
other advertising displays. 
 
Flyposting takes place when advertisements are displayed without the consent of the 
owner or occupier of the land or premises, and it is an offence under the Town and 
Country Planning Regulations 2007 and the Highways Act 1980. Some 
advertisements also require planning permission before they can be displayed, even 
on private property. 
 
In Wiltshire, the council will take action against any signs on the public highway or on 
council-owned land. In the first instance and in small-scale cases, this may be a 
warning letter advising the person flyposting that they should remove the 
advertisements, and if they comply and do not do it again the matter will be closed. If 
any signs are deemed dangerous or the owner is unknown, officers will remove them 
immediately. 
 
If fly-posters fail to comply with a warning or they are repeat or large-scale offenders, 
the council will take further action, which could mean issuing a fixed penalty notice of 
£75 per sign, or prosecution, which could lead to a fine of up to £2,500 if the offender 
is convicted. 
 
Cllr Nick Holder, Cabinet Member for Highways and Street Scene, said: Flyposting is 
not only unsightly, it is also against the law, and that's why we are taking action 
against illegal advertising throughout Wiltshire. 
 
We're taking a commonsense approach to this, and, in most cases, we'll ask people 
to remove any illegal advertising we find in the first instance. However, if people 
ignore this, or if they are repeat or large-scale offenders, we will take action, 
including issuing fixed penalty notices or prosecuting. 
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We're also mindful that community groups advertise their events on council land, and 
so we're asking them to ask permission beforehand, and we will work with them to 
enable them to showcase their events. 
 
As set out in our Don't Mess with Wiltshire campaign, and in line with our Business 
Plan commitment to take responsibility for our environment, we want to ensure 
Wiltshire remains a beautiful county for both residents and visitors to enjoy, and we 
will continue to take action against flyposting, littering and fly-tipping wherever we 
find it throughout Wiltshire. 
 
Where communities, including town and parish councils, wish to promote events 
such as fetes, fayres and other celebrations with advertising on council land, they 
must seek approval from their local Wiltshire Council highways team. Applicants will 
need to give at least four weeks' notice and state the reason for the signage, its 
location, how long it will be in place for, and the types of signage to be used so the 
application can be considered. 
 
To find out more, people should go to www.wiltshire.gov.uk/litter ‘. 
 
If local organisations wish to advertise an event, please get in touch with the Parish 
Council in the first instance to discuss the location and form of the advertising. In 
order to give fair promotion to the many events which are held in the area, the Parish 
Council would recommend that any advertising is put up within two weeks of an 
event and taken down by the organisation within 2 working days after the event.  
 
As a Parish Council seeking to reduce the use of plastic, lamination is discouraged, 
particularly for date specific notices.  
 
If you have any queries or have any suggestions for suitable sites where permanent 
noticeboards could be erected, please contact the Parish Clerk: 
 
Bev Cornish - Clerk to Tisbury Parish Council 

01747 260088 / 07453 969909  

tisburypc@tisbury-wiltshire-pc.gov.uk 

The Reading Room, High Street, Tisbury, SP3 6LD 
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